INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY OF PROTISTOLOGISTS

BUSINESS MEETING

Lisbon Portugal, June 24, 2006

President Wayne Coats called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.

Secretary Harriett Smith-Somerville presented the hightlights of the Executive Committee Meeting of June 20, 2006.  

The meeting was interupted by Denis Lynn who presented the Ciliate Cravat to Harriett Smith-Somerville.

Harriett Smith-Somerville read the letter from President-elect Wilhelm Foissner who could not attend. A copy of the letter is attached.  There was a brief discussion on the proposal to reorganize ISOP.  In the interest of time, the discussion will be continued at a later date.

Dear Colleagues,

    greetings to all of you! Unfortunately, I could not attend this meeting because I had invitations from the Chinese and Japanese Societies to give plenary lectures at their national meetings. I accepted these invitations before I got the information that I have been elected as President of the International Society of Protistologists (ISOP).

    Since the late summer of 2005, the SOCIETY OF PROTOZOOLOGISTS (SOP) is the INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY OF PROTISTOLOGISTS (ISOP). I thank all who participated in the vote and, especially, who voted me. I consider this as a great challenge and feel honoured by your confidence. The new name implies two important changes. First, the society wants become INTERNATIONAL and, second, it should represent not only protoZOOLOGISTS but also PROTISTologists, taking into account the new knowledge emerging from the new methods.

    The new name is full of meaning and will require great changes, best done step by step, to be accepted by the present and forthcoming members. It means not only that we have to compete for members with many other “Societies” and “International Societies”, but also that our traditional structure, where the national societies are affiliated to the “(North American) Society of Protozoologists”, must change. This also will require that the most powerful instrument of an “International” society is revived, viz., the “International Congress of Protozoology” which is clearly declining, considering the past three meetings each having less than 500 participants! In short, the ISOP needs to become organized like other International Societies, for instance, the International Association for Theoretical and Applied Limnology. Otherwise, the ISOP will be considered to be mainly a North American society by many members and potential members. I understand that this is a fairly radical change for our North American colleagues, but without this step the society will, basically, remain as it is. As a consequence, the duties of the “International President” should be clearly separated from those of the presidents of the national societies.

    Provided that I can convince the North American colleagues to become a national society among the other national societies, we have to think over the future duties of the International President. As mentioned above, the most urgent issue is the rejuvenation of the International Congress of Protozoology. I have various ideas how this can be achieved, but it would not make sense to discuss this matter as long as the other has not been solved. All these issues are complex and need time to ripe.  Thus, a further change is necessary: the International President should be on duty for 4 or 5 years, as is common in other International Societies, to have the possibility to realize his/her ideas.

    Dear colleagues, I recognize the sensibility of the ideas presented in this letter, and all are open for discussion. But I am convinced that significant changes are necessary to fill the new name with contents and to rejuvenate our society. I wish you a successful meeting in Lisbon and remain with kind regards,

Wilhelm Foissner

Joal Dacks read the names of those protistologist/protistologists who have passed away since the last annual meeting.  After the reading, there was a moment of silence as a way of expressing our regret over their often untimely passing but, at the same time, our deep appreciation of the impact that their lives and works have had on the endeavors of many of us in the Society in our own areas of protistological research and teaching.


Eugene BOVEE

October, 2005


(USA)

Jan ENGBERG

December 2004

(Denmark)

Robert HUNGATE

September 2004

(USA)

Sophie JAKOWSKA

December 4, 2005                  (USA/Dominican Republic)

William TRAGER

January 2005


(USA)

John Clamp, Chair of the Awards Committee, will announce the awards at the Banquet.

The meeting adjourned at 6:45 PM.

Awards announced at banquet: 

Jahn-Bovee awards: $200 + certificate

Jahn-Bovee award for best platform presentation: Kristina Harris, University of Cardiff 

Jahn-Bovee award for best poster presentation: Bradley Slaven, University of Cincinnati

Student presentation awards approved by EC Committee at June 20 meeting: $100 + certificate

Student award for outstanding platform presentation:  Erika Barbero, Smith College

Student award for outstanding platform presentation: Timothy Dowse, Imperial College, London                          

Student award for outstanding poster presentation: Susana Romao, University of Porto

Holz-Conner Travel Awards:

Burt Goldberg, NYU ($950)

Aaron Bell, Albert Einstein College of Medicine ($1100) 

Erika Barbero, Smith College ($1000) 

Laura Wegener Parfrey, Smith College ($1000)
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